
Call or E-Mail Government Officials!! 

 

Potential Talking Points 

While the loss of mature trees is devastating, there are many other valid reasons to oppose the 

proposed project.  In addition to talking about the loss of trees, it would be very helpful to 

include at least one of the other points below that resonates with you. 

1. Major projects such as a stream restoration should not be undertaken until there is a 

comprehensive watershed plan.  The last watershed plan for Reedy Creek (2012) makes no 

specific mention of a stream restoration project anywhere on Reedy Creek.  The first step in site 

selection for a stream restoration is to perform a stream condition assessment – a study that 

the City has never undertaken. 

2. Proposed stream restoration project is high risk – it is located in the lower third of the 

watershed and immediately below 1.0 mile of concrete channel draining Midlothian Turnpike.  

And there is no commitment to reduce stormwater volume which would lower the risk.   

3. Proposed stream restoration will do little for local water quality or the Chesapeake Bay.  If 

the goal is to improve the Chesapeake Bay, then dredge the lake which is collecting sediment 

and nutrients from nearly all of Reedy Creek. 

4. The City created the problems by installing 1.0 mile of concrete channel and now it wants to 

“fix” the problems it created by destroying the best segment of the stream? 

5. Address the source of the problem (stormwater volume) instead of the symptom (eroding 

banks). 

6. One of the roles of the Parks Department is to protect and enhance our recreational spaces.  

There is no way to reconcile this role with destruction of several acres of passive recreation 

park land for such a dubious project.   

7. At the February 23, 2016 meeting, the City spent most of the time talking about needing the 

proposed project to meet Chesapeake Bay TMDL mandates.  But the city would not need the 

project before 2023 (based on Executive Summary in City of Richmond Chesapeake Bay TMDL 

Action Plan).  There is time to do proper planning and do what is best for our watershed. 

8. It’s not “just” 424 trees.  That only counts the large trees.  For each large tree removed, there 

will be several smaller trees and shrubs removed that could be anywhere from 1 – 30 years old.  

And there are small, understory species (redbud, dogwood, sweet pepperbush, blueberry) that 

will be removed that would never meet the criterion for a large tree.  The true number of total 

trees/shrubs to be removed will probably be in the neighborhood of 1,500 – 2,000. 

 



9. The city has no viable maintenance plan to insure the new trees and other plantings will 

survive.  Trees at the Albro Creek stream restoration project died for lack of water.  And 

invasive plants will constantly threaten the new vegetation.  The City has mentioned using 

volunteers to remove invasive plants.  Anyone who has participated in invasive plant removal 

and is familiar with the scope of the problem in Crooked Branch Ravine Park knows this is 

impossible.  It will be very costly to keep over 7 acres of cleared land free of invasive plants. 

10. In its grant proposal application, the City states that the project will re-connect the section 

of Reedy Creek to the floodplain.  It sounds good; but it is misleading because the lower section 

of the project area already has an excellent connection to a wide floodplain along the north 

bank. 

11. The Reedy Creek Coalition has been collecting information about aquatic life in Reedy Creek 

(specifically looking at benthic macroinvertebrates such as aquatic insects, snails, crayfish, etc.) 

in the area of the proposed stream restoration.  This section of Reedy Creek was selected for 

those studies precisely because it has the best riparian area in the entire system.  Under the 

proposal, this good riparian area will take many decades to recover to its current state. 

12. The proposed site is among the most inaccessible sites along Reedy Creek.  If any part of the 

stream restoration becomes damaged and requires heavy equipment, it will result in damage to 

significant sections of the new plantings.  The costs of maintenance on this site will be much 

higher than on a stream restoration site with better access. 

13. The stream restoration installed over 18 months ago on Albro Creek (tributary of Goode 

Creek located behind the new Bellmeade-Oak Grove Elementary School) is in poor condition.  

There is no reason for confidence that the city will oversee proper installation and maintenance 

of the Reedy Creek project.  

14. Both state and local funds will be wasted.  The DEQ grant program (Stormwater Local 

Assistance Fund) that would fund 50% of the proposed project is seriously flawed because it 

does nothing to evaluate risk or quality of the projects it funds.  The City’s argument that DEQ 

would not fund a “risky” project is bogus because the program does not even require that 

proposals include the type of information required to evaluate risk.  The Stormwater Local 

Assistance Fund program is wide open for abuse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Contact Information for Local, State, and Federal Officials 

 

CITY of RICHMOND  

City Councilors 

   Jonathan Baliles (1st)   JONATHAN.BALILES@RICHMONDGOV.COM      804-646-5349 

   Charles Samuels (2nd) CHARLES.SAMUELS@RICHMONDGOV.COM       804-646-6531 

   Chris Hilbert  (3rd)  CHRIS.HILBERT@RICHMONDGOV.COM               804-646-0070  

   Kathy Graziano (4th)  KATHY.GRAZIANO@RICHMONDGOV.COM          804-320-2454 

   Parker Agelasto (5th)  PARKER.AGELASTO@RICHMONDGOV.COM        804-646-6050 

   Ellen Robertson (6th)  ELLEN.ROBERTSON@RICHMONDGOV.COM        804-646-5348 

   Cynthia Newbille (7th) CYNTHIA.NEWBILLE@RICHMONDGOV.COM       804-646-5429 

  Reva Trammell (8th)  REVA.TRAMMELL@RICHMONDGOV.COM           804-646-6592 

  Michelle Mosby (9th) MICHELLE.MOSBY@RICHMONDGOV.COM          804-646-5497 

 

Mayor Dwight Jones   ASKTHEMAYOR@RICHMONDGOV.COM        804-646-7970 

Robert Steidel (DPU Director) ROBERT.STEIDEL@RICHMONDGOV.COM             804-646-1378 

Dr. Merrifield (Parks)  NORMAN.MERRIFIELD@RICHMONDGOV.COM   804-646-5717 

Dr. Adediran (DPW)  EMMANUEL.ADEDIRAN@RICHMONDGOV.COM 804-646-3606 

 

STATE 

David Paylor (DEQ Director)  DAVID.PAYLOR@DEQ.VIRGINIA.GOV           804-698-4020 

Walter Gills (DEQ SLAF Administrator)  WALTER.GILLS@DEQ.VIRGINIA.GOV       804-698-4133 

Molly Ward (Secretary of Natural Resources)  MOLLY.WARD@GOVERNOR.VIRGINIA.GOV  

                                                                   804-786-0044 

Terry McAuliffe (Office of Governor)  

Use the following link and fill out an e-mail form with your message: 

https://governor.virginia.gov/constituent-services/communicating-with-the-governors-office/  
 

Federal 

Silvia Gazzera (U. S. Army Corps of Engineers)  Silvia.B.Gazzera@usace.army.mil  804-212-6817 

Nicholas DiPasquale (Director of Chesapeake Bay Program Office) dipasquale.nicholas@epa.gov    

      410-267-5705 
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